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I pray God to give a right judgement to all those who have
the destinies of India in their keeping. I am specially glad to
acknowledge that under Your Excellency's wise guidance the
importance of the Indian States is receiving fuller recognition
than it has ever before received and that their voice will be
heard at the Conference which Your Excellency announced the
other day. All my life long I have striven, so far as was given
to one man to do, to uphold the dignity of the States, and their
future has been my deep and abiding concern. We are proud
of our ancient privileges, we are proud of our century-old
alliance with the British Crown, and we earnestly hope that
whatever be the fate of India, those privileges and those
friendly relations will in no wise be disturbed or altered. I
would say, if I may venture to speak my mind, that the points
to which, in the new order of things to be, we hold as especially
vital to our welfare are these, first, the need for the complete
autonomy of the States in internal affairs; secondly, the strict
observance of our treaties both in the letter and in the spirit;
next, the establishment of an independent Court of Arbitration
to which both sides can appeal as of right and whereby all
differences can be composed; and lastly, the devising of some
means whereby the States will be able to speak with weight in
all matters that are common between them and the rest of India.
Long and anxious thought has convinced me that only so can
the States enjoy their rightful place, and that only so will
British India and the States advance together in quietness and
confidence towards their appointed goal/

The Viceroy replied in the customary guarded terms.
He promised careful consideration of all matters affect-
ing the States, when the eagerly-awaited Report should
be in the hands of the Government of India:

'Your Highness has also spoken of the establishment of an
independent Court of Arbitration. In this matter Your High-
ness shares the desire of most of the Princes for a free resort to
arbitration in cases where they differ from the Government of
India. This, as you know, is one of the subjects dealt with in the
report of the Butler Committee, who attach great importance